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CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 0699 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT EDU CH 

SUBJ: FRICTION BETWEEN OLD AND NEW STUDENTS 

1 . ACCORDING TO FOREIGN STUDENTS AT PEKING UNIVERSITY 
POSTERS HAVE BEGUN TO GO UP INDICATING SOME FRICTION BETWEEN 
THE "NEW STUDENTS" ADMITTED THROUGH THE EXAMINATION SYSTEM 
AND THOSE WHO ENTERED UNDER FORMER PROCEDURES. SHORTLY 
AFTER THE NEW CLASS PASTED UP BIG CHARACTER POSTERS INDI- 
CATING THEIR PLEASURE WITH THE DECISIONS THAT HAD GIVEN 
THEM ACCESS TO HIGHER EDUCATION, THE OLD STUDENTS PUT UP 
POSTERS PROTESTING THE IMPLICIT DIFFERENTIATION BETWEEN 

THE TWO GROUPS. 

2. COMMENT: IT SEEMS ALMOST INEVITABLE THAT THERE WOULD 

BE RESENTMENT BETWEEN THE TWO CLASSES OF UNIVERSITY STUDENTS 
CREATED BY THE NEW ADMITTANCE SYSTEM AND THE NEW EMPHASIS 
ON QUALITY IN EDUCATION. WE DOUBT THAT THE AUTHORITIES WILL 
ALLOW PUBLIC EXPRESSION OF THIS RESENTMENT TO GO VERY FAR. 

DEAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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